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INFORMATION COMMISSIONER — APPOINTMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.08 pm]: I rise to share the appointment of an 
Information Commissioner for the Office of the Information Commissioner. Ms Catherine Fletcher was appointed 
for a five-year term as the Information Commissioner from 16 July 2019, following an advertised recruitment 
process. I am pleased to welcome Ms Fletcher into the Speaker’s gallery this afternoon to join us for this 
announcement, and she is here with her husband, Mr Mark Fletcher. 
The Information Commissioner is an independent officer reporting directly to the WA Parliament. The position 
is established by the Freedom of Information Act 1992 and is currently supported by a staff of 12 people at the 
Office of the Information Commissioner. The main function of the Information Commissioner is to review decisions 
made by government agencies under the FOI act. Other important functions of the Information Commissioner 
include providing assistance to the public and government agencies on matters relevant to the FOI act, and also 
raising awareness about the public’s rights and agencies’ responsibilities under the FOI act. 
After a long period of stability of leadership, the role of Information Commissioner became vacant in September 2017. 
Since then a number of people have acted in the position, including Ms Fletcher, who has acted in the role since 
July 2018. Ms Fletcher was admitted as a legal practitioner in Western Australia in 1991 and worked for almost 
five years with the then Crown Solicitor’s Office. Between 1994 and 1995 she worked at the Youth Legal Service 
of WA in the position of duty lawyer at the Children’s Court of WA. Ms Fletcher went on to undertake senior 
positions with the commonwealth Director of Public Prosecutions in various capacities, including principal legal 
officer and senior legal officer. She has also worked at Legal Aid Western Australia as a criminal duty lawyer. 
Over a number of years Ms Fletcher also taught and tutored law at both the University of Western Australia and 
Notre Dame University in Fremantle. Between 2008 and 2018, Ms Fletcher was employed in various capacities 
at the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, including as a state prosecutor. She has also been an active 
committee and board member over many years on a number of organisations associated with the law or legal 
education, including Women Lawyers of Western Australia, the Law Society of Western Australia and the 
University of Notre Dame law school advisory board. 
Ms Fletcher has more than 25 years of legal experience. Her appointment and experience will bring strategic 
leadership and stability to the Office of the Information Commissioner, which plays a central role in ensuring 
government transparency and accountability. I congratulate Ms Fletcher on her appointment. I welcome her and 
her husband, Mark, to the Parliament this afternoon and I commend her appointment. 
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